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communications in this code would often pass between them.
At the moment when a trial was about to commence, Carson
received a telegram in this secret Castle code, ordering him
to abandon the trial and offer no evidence against the
prisoner. Carson just glanced at it and said to the Crown
solicitor immediately, " It's not genuine : it's a forgery."
He continued the case on his own responsibility, and the
interruption was hardly noticed. His only grounds for
pronouncing the document a forgery was his certainty that
Balfour would never thus have " let him down.35 But he was
right : the telegram, although a perfect example of the art
of a copyist, had never passed through the post office ; it
was, however, never discovered who had sent it, or how the
secret of the code had been discovered. All this may sound
interesting and adventurous, but it was a stern duty on
which he was engaged. Underlying the long and technical
judgments, expressed in wonderful English, of the Chief
Baron, one can clearly observe the sad and lawless state of
the Irish countryside and the cruelty and miseries which
resulted from the agitation. One reads of proscribed peasants
who had, maybe unwittingly, occupied land for their cattle
forbidden by the National League, and who were conse-
quently refused the necessities of life, even a crust of bread,
by the terrified tradespeople. "We keep no bread, only for
customers ; we'll not have you for a customer," they told
him. " I was boycotted," said one of the unfortunates. " I
could get no provisions of any kind, or anything else, through
the town, not as much as a halfpenny candle, and no one
would speak to me. I was popular, and would be popular
now, only the people are afraid of one another."
Breaking through his polished English and legal phrases,
the reader can detect the grief and anger of the Lord Chief
Baron, who was a Catholic, that the priests themselves, the
proper guardians of the poor simple folk, were inciting them
to such conduct. " Quis custodiet ipsos custodes ? " " Now
we have the anointed priest of God, who from his pulpit
on Sundays will inculcate upon his parishioners the para-
mount duty of justice and charity to all men, irrespective
of the mode in which men may have treated them. Then you